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eka&csVh dh tksM+h yrk vkSj jatuk ls ckr djuk
cM+k etsnkj gSA jatuk 45 lky dh gS vkSj fiNys
14 lky ls èkksch vkSj çslokyh dk dke djrh gSA
yrk mldh 22 lky dh csVh gSA ;s nksuksa o`ankou
dh jgus okyh gSa vkSj èkksch tkfr dh gSaA yrk crkrh
gS fd esjs ekrk&firk us f[kM+dh xyh ds bl fBdkus
¼çsl djus okyh txg dks og fBdkuk dgrh gS½ dks
fdlh ls [kjhnk FkkA eSa nl lky dh mez ls viuh
eka ds lkFk dke djrh gwaA ekyoh; uxj ds f[kM+dh
xkao ds fdrus gh yksx gels çsl dk dke djokrs
gSaA lHkh ds lkFk gekjk vPNk fj'rk gSA gesa lcls
T;knk ilan gS uh: vkaVh tks gekjs fBdkus ds lkeus
jgrh gSaA gekjk muls ,slk fj'rk gS fd eSa dHkh Hkh
muds ?kj tk ldrh gwa vkSj viuh fdlh Hkh leL;k
ds ckjs esa ckr dj ldrh gwaA
yrk crkrh gS fd dqN lky igys mUgsa f[kM+dh ds
vkl&ikl cus ^taxy* ls 'k‚VZdV ysdj vkuk iM+rk
FkkA ge Mjrs Fks fd dksÃ vtcuh gekjk jkLrk jksdsxk
rks D;k gksxkA fdlh otg ls ge esu jksM ls ugÈ vk
ldrs FksA vc lc dqN Msoyi gks pqdk gSA ;gka e‚y

cu x, gSaA fMfLVªDV dksVZ d‚EIysDl] vLirky lc
dqN cu x, gSaA vc ge lqjf{kr eglwl djrs gSaA
cM+h&cM+h fcÇYMxksa ds dkj.k jkr Hkj pgydneh gksrh
jgrh gSA gj le; yksxksa dh HkhM+ yxh jgrh gSA vc
gesa 'kke dks lM+d ij pyus esa fcYdqy Mj ugÈ
yxrkA gekjs fy, ;g cnyko cgqr vPNk gSA
igys yrk vkSj jatuk dks f[kM+dh dh xfy;ksa esa
rjg&rjg dh leL;kvksa dk lkeuk djuk iM+rk FkkA
lhoj ykbu [kqyh jgrh Fkh] ikuh tek gks tkrk Fkk]
txg&txg xïs FksA ckfj'k gqÃ ugÈ fd xfy;ksa esa
ikuh Hkj tkrk FkkA dÃ ckj mUgsa ?kqVuksa rd xans ikuh
esa [kM+s gksdj çsl djuk iM+rk FkkA ,sls gkykr esa mUgsa
dÃ ckj dÃ fnuksa rd viuk dke can djuk iM+rk
FkkA yrk dgrh gS fd vc lM+dsa vPNh gks xÃ gSa
vkSj lhojst dk dke gks x;k gSA vc xfy;ksa esa ikuh
Hkjus dh mruh leL;k ugÈ gSA bl bykds esa eYVh
LVksjh fcÇYMx Hkh cu xÃ gSA edku ekfyd ckgj ds
yksxksa] u, yksxksa dks fdjk;s ij j[kus yxs gSaA fdrus
lkjs fons'kh ;gka jgus yxs gSaA vc cgqr ls vÝhdh
yksx] T;knkrj yM+ds ;gka ?kwers fey tkrs gSaA dqN
pkbuht Vkbi ¼og u‚FkZ ÃLV okyksa dks pkbuht dgrh
gS½ ds gksrs gSa] dqN vQxkuh vkSj dqN d<+kÃ okys
¼d<+kÃ djus okys iwjfc;s½ vkSj fcÇYMx cukus okys
^fcgkjh*A dÃ ckj fons'kh yksx Hkh vius diM+s gels
çsl djokus vkrs gSa& gesa muds diM+s çsl djus esa
ladksp gksrk gS D;ksafd os ge muls iwjh rjg vutku
gSaA gesa yxrk gS fd muds diM+ksa ls ,d [kkl fdLe
dh xaèk vkrh gSA
yrk dk dguk gS fd ^fcgkjh yksx* xfy;ksa esa ges'kk
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?kwers jgrs gSaA dÃ ckj vdsys vkSj dÃ ckj vius
tkuus okyksa ds lkFkA dÃ ckj os yksx ukÃ dh nqdku
ij ;k ohfM;ks 'k‚i ij yxs Vhoh ds vkxs [kM+s jgrs
gSaA yrk dks ;g vPNk ugÈ yxrk D;ksafd mls yxrk
gS fd vDlj ;s yksx xyh dh yM+fd;ksa dks ?kwjrs jgrs
gSaA mls HkhA blls mls fp<+ gksrh gS D;ksafd muds
lkeus ls xqtjuk mls ilan ugÈ gSA yrk dgrh gS fd
;g bykdk fdruk Hkh fodflr D;ksa u gks tk,& ;g
fLFkfr dHkh ugÈ cnyrhA ;gka ?kweus okys enZ dÃ ckj

xyh esa jkLrk jksd nsrs gSaA mUgsa gVus dks dguk iM+rk
gSA og ;g Hkh dgrh gS fd f[kM+dh esa fons'kh yksxksa
ds vkus ds ckn ls mls vthc lk yxrk gSA lM+d ds
fdukjs cuh nqdkuksa ls mls dksÃ ijs'kkuh ugÈ gksrhA
;gka cgqr ls yksx dke djus vkrs gSaA ij blls mls
dksÃ QdZ ugÈ iM+rkA ,d ckr yrk vkSj dgrh gSA
mldk dguk gS fd f[kM+dh esa yksdy yM+fd;ksa ds
fy, ,slh dksÃ txg ugÈ gS tgka os lEeku ds lkFk
vkSj fcuk Çprk ds ?kwe ldsaA

ifCyd Lisl& tgka gksa
Nksys HkVwjs vkSj lqdwu
dh lkal

cktkj dh lSj dks py iM+ÈA mlh nkSjku mUgksaus Nksys
HkVwjs dh nqdku ns[kh vkSj muds eqag esa ikuh vk x;kA
mUgksaus ,d IysV dk v‚MZj fn;k ftlds iSls eSustj us
pqdk,A cl] fQj D;k FkkA ;g gj eghus dk pLdk gks
x;kA eSustj Hkh muds lkFk vkus yxÈA gj ckj os
cktkj ?kwerÈ vkSj fQj Nksys&HkVwjs ij VwV iM+rÈA gj
ckj ,d gh nqdku ij tkus ls nqdkunkj mUgsa igpku
x;kA dÃ ckj og mUgsa ,DLVªk Nksys vkSj HkVwjs Hkh ns
nsrkA ,slk nks ckj gqvk fd eSustj us Nksys HkVwjs ds
iSls pqdk,A lHkh vkSjrsa dgrÈ fd ;g eSMe dh VªhV
gS ysfdu rhljh ckj eSustj us lkQ euk dj fn;kA
y{eh us dgk& ge lkjs fnu vkids fy, bruk dke
djrs gSaA gekjh otg ls vkidk fctusl bruk vPNk
pyrk gSA D;k vki gesa eghus esa ,d ckj Hkh VªhV ugÈ
ns ldrÈ& og Hkh flQZ 5 #i;s ij IysV dhA eSustj
eku rks xÃ ysfdu mlus gjsd ds fy, ,d IysV dk
v‚MZj ugÈ fn;kA cfYd nks yksxksa ls ,d gh IysV esa
[kkus dks dgkA
y{eh ds fy, ifCyd Lisl dk eryc gS] ,slh txg
tgka lgsfy;ksa ds lkFk ets fd, tk ldsaA mlds fy,
cktkj gh og txg gSA ,d ,slh txg tgka og viuh
csfV;ksa vkSj lkfFkuksa ds lkFk bat‚; dj ldsA tgka
?kjsyw ftEesnkfj;ksa ls dqN le; ds fy, vktkn gksdj
lqdwu dh lkal ys ldsA

y{eh ls ckrphr
tc dHkh pk;&uk'rs ij xi'ki gksrh gS rks 30 o"kÊ;
y{eh mlesa c<+&p<+dj fgLlk ysrh gSA ifCyd Lisl
ij ckr pyrh gS rks og ekdsZV 'kCn ij [kkl tksj
nsrh gSA mlds fy, lkoZtfud LFky dk eryc blls
T;knk D;k gks ldrk gSA og dgrh gS fd tc dke
ls ykSVrs le; mlds ikl le; gksrk gS rks og yksdy
ekdsZV pyh tkrh gSA mlds ?kj ds ikl gj 'kqØokj
dks QqVikFkh cktkj yxrk gSA mls bl ekdsZV esa vkuk
[kklk ilan gSA vDlj og viuh csfV;ksa ds lkFk ekdsVZ
vkrh gSA bl HkhM+&HkkM+ Hkjs ekdsZV ls lfCt;ka vkSj
?kj ds nwljs lkeku [kjhnrh gSA oSls mldk QsojsV
dke gS bl ekdsZV esa Nksys&HkVwjs [kkukA lkjs fnu
dkj[kkus esa dke djus ds ckn mls cktkj tkuk cgqr
jkgr nsrk gSA 'kke dks og HkhM+ Hkjh xfy;ksa ls xqtjrs
gq,] rst dneksa ls cktkj igqap tkrh gSA dÃ ckj
csfV;ka lhèks cktkj igqap tkrh gSaA fQj ?kwers&fQjrs
gq, og elkysnkj Nksys&HkVwjs [kkrh gSaA
fQj Hkh ;g lc bruk vklku ugÈ gSA [kq'kh eukus ds
fy, Hkh lgwfy;r pkfg,A y{eh dgrh gS] eSMe th!
;g gksrk gS nks&rhu eghus esa ,d ckjA og Hkh eqf'dy
lsA og crkrh gS fd fiNyh ukSdjh esa og vkSj mldh
lkfFkusa viuh eSustj ls dgrh FkÈ fd og Hkh muds
lkFk vks[kyk ds ikl yxus okys cktkj dh lSj djus
pysaA ,d ckj og jkth gks xÃA fQj lHkh feydj

On Mohalla
In conversation with Rabia
First meeting with Rabia, 50, inhabitant of
Hauz Rani-Khirkee for the past 35 years,
and currently living on the periphery of
Khirkee Extension, on the threshold of
Press Enclave Road, an area under threat
from developers. She is originally from a
village in Uttar Pradesh. Her parents
passed away when she was too young to
remember them, and she has a hazy
recollection of childhood before she was
married off at the age of twelve. She had
seven daughters and three sons with her
husband who never had a stable job. Her
eldest daughter got married at eighteen
and her eldest son has a job.
The family earns monthly income through
renting rooms to several tenants. Rabia
now stays at home looking after the
younger children. She had a tailoring and
stitching workshop in her house when she
was living in Hauz Rani. Helped by one of
her older daughters, she took orders from
local factories. When those shut down
Rabia had to close her workshop, and the
family moved to Khirkee.

While
talking
about
the
mahaul
(‘atmosphere’/‘environment’) in Hauz Rani
and Khirkee, Rabia observes that these
areas have been infiltrated and “polluted”
with the influx of workers from Bihar and UP,
and also with the big influx of a range of
foreigners who have been renting in this area
for the last few years. She says that a
decade ago the local girls were comfortable
socializing outside and walking in the lanes
of the locality, but within the last five years
the area has become so congested with men
from different backgrounds and ethnicities
that it is impossible for women to feel safe
when they are in the street for any reason.
Rabia notes that many Africans and other
foreign women walk about confidently, but
she thinks that as a rule, local girls and
women should be cautious when negotiating
the public space of Khirkee, even if it is
familiar. “When I ran my tailoring unit at
home, I dealt directly with both factory
owners and customers. I was never
uncomfortable with their behavior and
sustained my business relationships for a
long time without effort. I was respected
everywhere in the mohalla (‘locality’). When
I was a young woman I used to walk alone
through the area myself, and I never felt
unsafe or uncomfortable. But today I do not
really allow my daughters to move around
freely in these neighbourhoods,” she says.
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pcwrjs ij feyus dh ctk; Nr ij ?kweuk ilan gSA
D;ksafd ;gka ?kj ds cM+s ;k iq#"k mu ij utj ugÈ
j[k ikrsA ckdh txgksa ij os lHkh dh utjksa ds
lkeus jgus dks etcwj gksrh gSaA edkuksa dh Nrsa mUgsa
,slk ifCyd Lisl nsrh gSa tgka os fjySDl dj ldrh

Mother of Mine
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gSaA ;g txgsa mudh viuh gSa blfy, ;g muds
fy, çkbosV Lisl cu tkrh gSaA jkstejkZ ds thou esa
mUgsa ,sls vuwBs ifCyd vkSj çkbosV Lisl vkSj dgÈ
ugÈ feyrsA

comprises of his mother, wife and
daughters. As a consequence, he was
forced to move out from the place of his
stay with his family to a remote town, a
place where there was no school, no
Mary
proper job and not even a proper house to
My mother, the one I can say that is worth live. It was just the mere survival that they
of my love, the one for whom I find reason were forced to accept.
in my life and smile in her and the one who My mother and her sisters had to leave
if away for even a single minute, I miss her their school and my grandpa was badly
and feel like I have not seen her for years. under financial pressure. Therefore my
However when one day I asked her about mother and my aunts along with my
her childhood, I got extremely depressed grandmother started knitting woolen
when she told me how painful was her garments and dresses for livelihood and
hardly could they manage daily wages.
past as a child.
My mother was born as the second After a while a son was born to my
daughter of her father, at the point when grandparents. They were all happy, but
my grandpa wanted a son. But he got struggling for livelihood did not change.
another girl and then the next one was So whenever, I ask my mother, how was
also a girl. Not only my grandpa, but the her childhood, she just says that in her
entire family was very sad as all of them childhood, there was no playing with
desired to have a boy. The daughters all friends, studying, no fun time, going to
the time felt that they were burden to picnic or relaxing. But only knitting woolen
their family and as a result they were clothes, worrying about the household and
ready to put all kinds of effort to make trying to make her brother and father
their parents and everybody in the family happy. My mother never got a person with
whom she could share her pain, the pain
happy.
she went through as a girl child, as a
When my mother and her two sisters were
newly wedded bride, as a wife and also as
going to primary school, at that time, my
a mother. So I always feel that many a
grandpa was deceived by his business
times we have also hurt her without
partner and lost his money. The
knowing or understanding her feelings. I
government then forced my grandfather to
admire and respect her personality and
join the army, but he denied. He could not
wish to be like her who has endured so
ignore his family responsibilities, which
much pain in life.

I want to study
peacefully
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they can pay for the shop, school fees,
expenses and house needs. I am so
thankful to my parents that they take care
of us and always wish that they find some
job so that their problems end. I want to
live in a good society like Malviya Nagar
and to study in a good place. If I leave my
Julie, 10 years
studies after one year due to finance, it
We came to India because there was a lot will not be good. With school, our life can
of fighting and the enemies of go on, we can get education, get good
Afghanistan would kill people and there jobs in life and cultivate and serve our
was blood everywhere. We escaped from country. I don’t want to go back to
Afghanistan and came to India with a Afghanistan because right now the
dream in our eyes and finally we are here. situation in Afghanistan is not good. Right
When we reached India, I promised myself now there is no peace over there, and I
that I wouldn’t return to Afghanistan ever. want to live in a war-free place. I want to
We had a dream of staying in a peaceful dress beautifully but can't as we do not
society, so that I can study here and no have enough money. I want to go to a
one can disturbs me. I want to slowly garden which has grass everywhere, full
study my lessons in a good school and of perfumed flowers but I have to
have an interesting job in future. I see remember my responsibilities as a girl
myself as a successful person who is well too. I have to help my mother in household
settled. To become a teacher and earn chores like washing the dishes, ironing,
money in future and help my country is my sweeping and cleaning. But one thing that
dream. I wanted to study in Afghanistan disturbs me is that, this is a queer place
peacefully too and have a good job, but and there is no job here. People are
couldn’t study because people were different, talk in a different language and
fighting and there was no peace. Now I act differently. But I still want to live my
want to study here peacefully without the dream of becoming a teacher here.
war. I want jobs for my parents so that
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My Dream
Sonam
As an Afghan girl, I found it very difficult
to move in the public spaces in
Afghanistan. If I ever wanted to go out
somewhere by myself, it would be so difficult for me to commute and I couldn’t walk
down alone not even in my own neighbourhood lanes. The reason on one hand is the
lack of security in terms of social unrest
and on the other hand the jobless male
generation who stand at the street corner
would create disturbance and try to harass women of all ages, verbally, sometimes physically too. This would always
make me stay away from going for some
extra classes after school or going out to
the market or for any important job outside my home. Therefore I remain confined
inside my house within the four walls.
However when I was in a big group with
my friends, I would never face any problem outside. But it was only when I was
alone or with only few friends that it was
difficult to walk down the streets. Walking
in the lanes of Afghanistan as a girl is definitely a difficult experience. It is not very
comfortable and safe to go out, walk
somewhere alone and I am sure that most
of the Afghan young girls of my age would
relate to me on this. The time in the
evening was especially dangerous as I
wasn’t able to go out at all after 5:00 pm
because after sunset the harassment by
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jobless males on the streets would increase and the situation became worse
over time. When I was in Afghanistan I
wasn’t able to work outside because the
situation wasn’t suitable for a girl to work
somewhere.
All these terrible incidents which happened repeatedly and regularly against
women in my country, whether they are
Muslims or not Muslims made me shiver in
shock and fright and all these things make
me angry . The women from all generations are terrified in their everyday life
and my experience as a human being and
as a woman is too painful.
Facing different problems as a young girl
in a country like Afghanistan gave me a lot
of strength. My experiences made me
combat with different people with different social issues . However I am much
more relaxed here and believe and wish
that one day all these harassment against
women would end.
I dream that all kind of mistreatment on
young women will come to an end one day
and we can live as we want and with our
own choices. Since women are also a part
of the society, I wish that every man
should recognize our presence and give us
due respect. I dream that in our country
Afghanistan, women will be more mobile
without any interference and they can
have their own space in public. I dream
that every young woman must fulfill her
desires and become independent and
Women should and must share an equal
platform with men.

;gka fdjk;s ds ?kjksa esa jgrs gSaA f[kM+dh esa jgus okys
yksx ekurs gSa fd gkSt jkuh ,d cnuke bykdk gS
ysfdu vuhrk dks ;gka dk ekgkSy ilan gSA ;gka
mls ifCyd Lisl feyrk gS blhfy, mls ;gka ?kweuk
vPNk yxrk gSA ;gka eka vkSj fj'rsnkj ml ij utj
ugÈ j[k ldrsA dÃ ckj og eka ls ;g dgdj gkSt
jkuh vk tkrh gS fd mls Ldwy dh phtsa [kjhnuh
gSA ;g lc dgdj og eghus esa de ls de nks ckj
rks gkSt jkuh vk gh tkrh gSA ;gka mls lgsfy;ksa ds
lkFk jax&fcjaxh nqdkuksa vkSj HkhM+&HkkM+ okyh xfy;ksa
esa ?kweus dh vktknh vkSj yqRQ feyrk gSA
***
dkSlj txnack dSai esa jgrh gSA ;g
f[kM+dh&ekyoh; uxj esa fLFkr gSA 14 lky dh
dkSlj Ldwy tkrh gSA Ldwy ls ykSVus ij og viuh
lgsfy;ksa ds lkFk [ksyus dh ctk; xIi ekjuk ilan
djrh gSA mls yksxksa ls ckrphr djuk ilan gS vkSj
og ekurh gS fd blls mldk Qk;nk gksrk gSA og
crkrh gS fd nwljksa ls ?kqyus&feyus dh dh otg ls
og vkSj mldh lgsfy;ka Dykl:e vkSj [ksy ds
eSnku esa gksus okys >xM+ksa ls cp tkrh gSaA lqcg
vDlj Dykl esa lkeus okyh lhV ij cSBus dks ysdj
yM+fd;ksa esa >xM+k gksrk gSA nksigj dks [kkus dh
Nqêh rd ;g >xM+k pkyw jgrk gSA [kkus dh Nqêh
gqÃ ugÈ fd lHkh yM+fd;ka ,d nwljs ls ckrphr
djus yxrh gSa vkSj cglckth [kRe gks tkrh gSA
ij ,d fnu ,slk ugÈ gqvkA [kkus dh Nqêh ds le;
Hkh cgl gksrh jghA >xM+k c<+ x;kA yM+fd;ksa esa
yM+kÃ bruh c<+ xÃ fd lkeus dh lhV ij cSBus
okyh yM+fd;ksa us ihNs dh lhV ij cSBus okyh
yM+fd;ksa ls ckrphr can dj nhA nks eghu rd ;gh
ekgkSy jgkA dkSlj cgqr nq[kh gqÃA mldh nksLrh

9

rks lkeus vkSj ihNs] nksuksa txgksa ij cSBus okyh
yM+fd;ksa ls FkhA ,d fnu og mu yM+fd;ksa ls ckrphr esa e'kxwy Fkh tks lkeus dh lhV ij cSBrh FkÈA
rHkh ihNs dh lhV ij cSBus okyh yM+fd;ka ogka vk
xb±A mUgsa dkSlj dh ckr esa bruk jl vk;k fd os Hkh
ckrphr esa 'kkfey gks xb±A nksuksa rjQ dk >xM+k ekuks
gok gks x;kA lHkh galus yxÈ] ,d nwljs ls I;kj ls
ckr djus yxÈ tSls dHkh dqN gqvk gh u gksA
***
16 lky dh jkuh Hkh f[kM+dh&ekyoh; uxj esa fLFkr
txnack dSai esa jgrh gSA ewy :i ls fcgkj dk jgus
okyk mldk ifjokj ijaijkxr lksp j[krk gSA jkuh
dks Ldwy tkus vkSj viuh lgsfy;ksa ds lkFk le;
fcrkus dh btktr gS ysfdu mldk ifjokj mls
ckgj ?kweus&fQjus ugÈ nsrkA u gh og ?kj ds
njokts ij ;k xyh esa [kM+s gksdj viuh lgsfy;ksa
ls ckrphr dj ldrh gSA og dgrh gS fd ?kj ds
vykok ftl ifCyd Lisl esa og lcls T;knk dEQjVscy eglwl djrh gS] og Nr gSA og dgrh gS
fd lgsfy;ksa ls feyus ds fy, Nr lcls lqjf{kr
vkSj vn~Hkqr txg gSA D;ksafd bl bykds esa ?kj ,d
nwljs ls lVs gq, gSa blfy, yM+fd;ka ,d ls nwljh
Nr esa pyh tkrh gSa&vkSj iwjs bykds esa ?kwe ysrh
gSaA mUgksaus Nrksa ij [kwfQ;k txg cukÃ gqÃ gSa tgka
lHkh yM+fd;ka 'kke dks feyrh gSaA 'kke dks vaèksjk
gksus tkus ds ckn Hkh ifjokj okys lksprs gSa fd jkuh
vkl&ikl gh gS blfy, os mls <wa<us dh dksf'k'k
ugÈ djrsA og viuh vktknh ij [kq'k gSA og bl
ckr ls Hkh [kq'k gS fd og ,d Nr ls nwljh Nr ij
?kwers gq, xyh ds vkf[kj rd igqap tkrh gSA dksÃ
ml ij utj ugÈ j[krkA T;knkrj yM+fd;ksa dks
?kj ij feyus] xyh esa ckrphr djus ;k ?kj ds ckgj
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ifCyd Lisl dh ryk'k
djrh pkj dgkfu;ka
fiNys ikap o"kks± ls euh"kk QSfDVª;ksa esa dke dj jgh
gSA mldh mez 20 lky gSA gky gh esa mls f[kM+dh
esa dke feyk gSA mldk ifjokj cgqr ijaijkxr gSA
ifjokj okys mls dke ij rks tkus nsrs gSa ysfdu
vkSj dgÈ ugÈA mls ikl&iM+ksl ds yksxksa ls
?kqyus&feyus ugÈ fn;k tkrkA u gh og muds ?kj
tk ldrh gS vkSj u gh muls ckrphr dj ldrh
gSA og vius ?kj dh Nr ij Hkh T;knk nsj [kM+h
ugÈ gks ldrhA Vhoh Hkh T;knk nsj ugÈ ns[k ldrhA
og ikl&iM+ksl dh efgyk,a ds lkFk dkj[kkus tkrh
gSA bu efgykvksa dks og vkaVh dgrh gSA os lHkh
dkj[kkus tkus ds fy, cl idM+rh gSaA
ysfdu ets dh ckr ;g gS fd euh"kk dks u rks ml
cl dk uacj irk gS ftlls og dkj[kkus tkrh gS
vkSj u gh og :V ftl ij og cl pyrh gSA mls
;g Hkh ugÈ irk fd ftl dkj[kkus esa og dke djrh
gS] og fdl txg ij gSA og viuh vkafV;ksa ij iwjh
rjg fuHkZj gSA ftl dkj[kkus esa og dke djrh gS]
ogka Hkh og fdlh ls T;knk ckrphr ugÈ djrhA cl
vius dke ls dke j[krh gSA T;knkrj og vius
lkFk dke djus okyksa ij fuHkZj jgrh gSA euh"kk ds
fy, eksfcfyVh dk eryc flQZ mldk dkj[kkuk gSA
ifCyd Lisl Hkh mls flQZ ogÈ feyrk gSA og fdlh
vkSj laHkkouk ls cs[kcj gS vkSj ?kj dh pkjnhokjh esa
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Çtnxh dkVus dh vknh gks xÃ gSA vxj mls dgÈ
ckgj tkus dh btktr feyrh Hkh gS rks Hkh og Mjrh
gSA tkfgj gS] mls ifjokj dh ikcafn;ksa esa jgus dh
,slh vknr iM+ xÃ gS fd mlesa vkRefoÜokl cpk
gh ugÈ gSA og jkstkuk vkafV;ksa ds lkFk dke ij
tkrh gS] ?kj ykSVrh gS vkSj ?kj ij gh jgrh gSA flQZ
viuh cgu ls vius fny dk gky dgrh gS ftls og
viuh lgsyh vkSj jktnkj] nksuksa ekurh gSA
***
13 lky dh vuhrk f[kM+dh xkao esa jgrh gSA ;g
,d fVfidy vcZu foyst gS tks dHkh fnYyh ds
ckgjh bykds esa vkrk FkkA vc bldh dk;kiyV gks
pqdh gSA ;g bykdk fdlh Hkh dks.k ls xzkeh.k ugÈ
gS vkSj rsth ls O;kolkf;d vkSj vkoklh; gc ds
:i esa fodflr gks jgk gSA tgka rd vuhrk dk
loky gS] mls ifCyd Lisl [kwc feyrk gSA og Ldwy
tkrh gSA blds vykok] gkFk dk dke lh[kus ds fy,
og ,d lsaVj tkrh gSA ysfdu bu nksuksa gh txgksa
og dHkh vdsys ugÈ tkrhA mlds lkFk mldh
lgsfy;ksa gksrh gSaA f[kM+dh xkao dh esu jksM ij Hkh
og dHkh vdsys ugÈ tkrhA mldh lgsyh lqeu gkSt
jkuh esa jgrh gSA vuhrk lqeu dh eka ds eksckby
ij Qksu djrh gS] fQj viuh eka ls dgrh gS fd
lqeu dh rch;r Bhd ugÈ gSA mldh eka mls lqeu
ds ?kj tkus dh btktr ns nsrh gSA fQj og lqeu
ds ?kj tkrh gSA
vuhrk dks yxrk gS fd gkSt jkuh f[kM+dh ls cgqr
vyx gSA ;g bykdk cgqr HkhM+&HkkM+ okyk gSA ;gka
dh ladjh xfy;ksa esa vaèksjk jgrk gS vkSj fcÇYMx ,d
nwljs ls lVh gqÃ gSaA ;gka gj rjg ds yksx jgrs gSaA
dqN mÙkj Hkkjrh; çoklh gSa vkSj dqN fons'kh tks

tkslQyhu dks lks'ky
gksuk ij ilan gS ysfdu
og iwNrh gS
tkslQyhu ls ckrphr
vki pkgsa rks dgÈ Hkh viuk fBdkuk cuk ldrs gSaA
dSe:u dh tkslQyhu us ;gh fd;k gSA 28 lky
dh tkslQyhu f[kM+dh ,DlVsa'ku esa fiNys ,d
lky ls jg jgh gS vkSj viuk fdpu pykrh gSA ?kj
ds can njokts ds ihNs ls mldh Hkkjh vkokt lqukÃ
iM+rh gSA yksgs ds can njokts ds ihNs cuk ydM+h
dk njoktk vèk[kqyk gS vkSj tkslQyhu fdlh ls
Ýsap esa tksj&tksj ls ckr dj jgh gSA ;g dksÃ vkSj
ugÈ] mldk nksLr ekdZ gSA ekdZ tkslQyhu dk gj
gky esa lkFk nsrk gSA
tkslQyhu dks Ýsap vkrh gSA ;g mldh ekr`Hkk"kk
gS ysfdu fnYyh esa flQZ Ýsap vkus ls dke ugÈ
pyrkA vxj fdlh dks Çgnh u Hkh vkrh gks rks de
ls de vaxzsth rks vkuh gh pkfg,A tkslQyhu
vaxzsth lh[k jgh gSA VwVh&QwVh vaxzsth esa gh og
yksxksa ls ckrphr djrh jgrh gSA yksxksa ls feyuk]
ckrsa djuk mls ilan gSA
f[kM+dh esa jgus okys vÝhfd;ksa ds fy, tkslQyhu
fdpu pykrh gSA mldk fdpu lqcg lkr cts [kqy
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tkrk gS vkSj nsj jkr rd pyrk jgrk gSA T;knkrj
og ukbthfj;kÃ vkSj mxkaMk ds O;atu cukrh gSA
dSe:u ds O;atu og de gh cukrh gS D;ksafd mlds
vius ns'k ds cgqr de yksx ;gka jgrs gSaA vÝhdh
xzkgd mlds fdpu esa [kkus dk vkMZj nsrs gSa] dÃ
ckj ogÈ cSBdj [kkrs gSa vkSj dÃ ckj iSd djds ys
tkrs gSaA
[kkuk cukus dk lkeku [kjhnus ds fy, tkslQyhu
vDlj vkÃ,u, ekdsZV tkrh gSA og dgrh gS fd ;g
fnYyh dk lcls vn~Hkqr ekdsZV gSA gkykafd ;g mlds
?kj ls dkQh nwj gSA ;gka mls gj fdLe dk ehV]
eNyh vkSj vÝhdh [kk| fey tkrk gSA ;g lc mls
fdlh vkSj ekdsZV esa ugÈ feyrkA tkslQyhu crkrh
gS fd Hkkjr vkSj dSe:u ds [kkuksa esa QdZ gS ysfdu
dqN ek;us esa nksuksa feyrs&tqyrs gSaA Hkkjr ds cktkj
Hkh dSe:u ds cktkjksa tSls gh gSaA
oSls tkslQyhu Hkkjrh; laL—fr] [kkldj ;gka ds
[kkus dks cgqr I;kjj djrh gSA blh ds otg ls og
Hkkjr vkÃ gSA 'kq#vkr esa mls yksdy xqaMksa vkSj
iqfyl okyksa us cgqr rax fd;kA ftl bykds esa og
jgrh gS] mls og bykdk gh NksM+uk iM+kA fQj mlus
ekyoh; uxj ds —".k eafnj ds ikl ,d ¶ySV
fdjk;s ij ys fy;kA vc og [kq'k gS D;ksafd ;gka
mls dksÃ ijs'kku ugÈ djrkA mldh futh Çtnxh
esa n[ky ugÈ nsrkA og dgrh gS fd Hkkjrh; yksx
cgqr vPNs gksrs gSa ysfdu vÝhfd;ksa ls FkksM+k de
?kqyrs&feyrs gSaA ;g ckr mls cgqr pqHkrh gSA
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My Dream
Sonam
As an Afghan girl, I found it very difficult
to move in the public spaces in
Afghanistan. If I ever wanted to go out
somewhere by myself, it would be so difficult for me to commute and I couldn’t walk
down alone not even in my own neighbourhood lanes. The reason on one hand is the
lack of security in terms of social unrest
and on the other hand the jobless male
generation who stand at the street corner
would create disturbance and try to harass women of all ages, verbally, sometimes physically too. This would always
make me stay away from going for some
extra classes after school or going out to
the market or for any important job outside my home. Therefore I remain confined
inside my house within the four walls.
However when I was in a big group with
my friends, I would never face any problem outside. But it was only when I was
alone or with only few friends that it was
difficult to walk down the streets. Walking
in the lanes of Afghanistan as a girl is definitely a difficult experience. It is not very
comfortable and safe to go out, walk
somewhere alone and I am sure that most
of the Afghan young girls of my age would
relate to me on this. The time in the
evening was especially dangerous as I
wasn’t able to go out at all after 5:00 pm
because after sunset the harassment by
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jobless males on the streets would increase and the situation became worse
over time. When I was in Afghanistan I
wasn’t able to work outside because the
situation wasn’t suitable for a girl to work
somewhere.
All these terrible incidents which happened repeatedly and regularly against
women in my country, whether they are
Muslims or not Muslims made me shiver in
shock and fright and all these things make
me angry . The women from all generations are terrified in their everyday life
and my experience as a human being and
as a woman is too painful.
Facing different problems as a young girl
in a country like Afghanistan gave me a lot
of strength. My experiences made me
combat with different people with different social issues . However I am much
more relaxed here and believe and wish
that one day all these harassment against
women would end.
I dream that all kind of mistreatment on
young women will come to an end one day
and we can live as we want and with our
own choices. Since women are also a part
of the society, I wish that every man
should recognize our presence and give us
due respect. I dream that in our country
Afghanistan, women will be more mobile
without any interference and they can
have their own space in public. I dream
that every young woman must fulfill her
desires and become independent and
Women should and must share an equal
platform with men.

;gka fdjk;s ds ?kjksa esa jgrs gSaA f[kM+dh esa jgus okys
yksx ekurs gSa fd gkSt jkuh ,d cnuke bykdk gS
ysfdu vuhrk dks ;gka dk ekgkSy ilan gSA ;gka
mls ifCyd Lisl feyrk gS blhfy, mls ;gka ?kweuk
vPNk yxrk gSA ;gka eka vkSj fj'rsnkj ml ij utj
ugÈ j[k ldrsA dÃ ckj og eka ls ;g dgdj gkSt
jkuh vk tkrh gS fd mls Ldwy dh phtsa [kjhnuh
gSA ;g lc dgdj og eghus esa de ls de nks ckj
rks gkSt jkuh vk gh tkrh gSA ;gka mls lgsfy;ksa ds
lkFk jax&fcjaxh nqdkuksa vkSj HkhM+&HkkM+ okyh xfy;ksa
esa ?kweus dh vktknh vkSj yqRQ feyrk gSA
***
dkSlj txnack dSai esa jgrh gSA ;g
f[kM+dh&ekyoh; uxj esa fLFkr gSA 14 lky dh
dkSlj Ldwy tkrh gSA Ldwy ls ykSVus ij og viuh
lgsfy;ksa ds lkFk [ksyus dh ctk; xIi ekjuk ilan
djrh gSA mls yksxksa ls ckrphr djuk ilan gS vkSj
og ekurh gS fd blls mldk Qk;nk gksrk gSA og
crkrh gS fd nwljksa ls ?kqyus&feyus dh dh otg ls
og vkSj mldh lgsfy;ka Dykl:e vkSj [ksy ds
eSnku esa gksus okys >xM+ksa ls cp tkrh gSaA lqcg
vDlj Dykl esa lkeus okyh lhV ij cSBus dks ysdj
yM+fd;ksa esa >xM+k gksrk gSA nksigj dks [kkus dh
Nqêh rd ;g >xM+k pkyw jgrk gSA [kkus dh Nqêh
gqÃ ugÈ fd lHkh yM+fd;ka ,d nwljs ls ckrphr
djus yxrh gSa vkSj cglckth [kRe gks tkrh gSA
ij ,d fnu ,slk ugÈ gqvkA [kkus dh Nqêh ds le;
Hkh cgl gksrh jghA >xM+k c<+ x;kA yM+fd;ksa esa
yM+kÃ bruh c<+ xÃ fd lkeus dh lhV ij cSBus
okyh yM+fd;ksa us ihNs dh lhV ij cSBus okyh
yM+fd;ksa ls ckrphr can dj nhA nks eghu rd ;gh
ekgkSy jgkA dkSlj cgqr nq[kh gqÃA mldh nksLrh
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rks lkeus vkSj ihNs] nksuksa txgksa ij cSBus okyh
yM+fd;ksa ls FkhA ,d fnu og mu yM+fd;ksa ls ckrphr esa e'kxwy Fkh tks lkeus dh lhV ij cSBrh FkÈA
rHkh ihNs dh lhV ij cSBus okyh yM+fd;ka ogka vk
xb±A mUgsa dkSlj dh ckr esa bruk jl vk;k fd os Hkh
ckrphr esa 'kkfey gks xb±A nksuksa rjQ dk >xM+k ekuks
gok gks x;kA lHkh galus yxÈ] ,d nwljs ls I;kj ls
ckr djus yxÈ tSls dHkh dqN gqvk gh u gksA
***
16 lky dh jkuh Hkh f[kM+dh&ekyoh; uxj esa fLFkr
txnack dSai esa jgrh gSA ewy :i ls fcgkj dk jgus
okyk mldk ifjokj ijaijkxr lksp j[krk gSA jkuh
dks Ldwy tkus vkSj viuh lgsfy;ksa ds lkFk le;
fcrkus dh btktr gS ysfdu mldk ifjokj mls
ckgj ?kweus&fQjus ugÈ nsrkA u gh og ?kj ds
njokts ij ;k xyh esa [kM+s gksdj viuh lgsfy;ksa
ls ckrphr dj ldrh gSA og dgrh gS fd ?kj ds
vykok ftl ifCyd Lisl esa og lcls T;knk dEQjVscy eglwl djrh gS] og Nr gSA og dgrh gS
fd lgsfy;ksa ls feyus ds fy, Nr lcls lqjf{kr
vkSj vn~Hkqr txg gSA D;ksafd bl bykds esa ?kj ,d
nwljs ls lVs gq, gSa blfy, yM+fd;ka ,d ls nwljh
Nr esa pyh tkrh gSa&vkSj iwjs bykds esa ?kwe ysrh
gSaA mUgksaus Nrksa ij [kwfQ;k txg cukÃ gqÃ gSa tgka
lHkh yM+fd;ka 'kke dks feyrh gSaA 'kke dks vaèksjk
gksus tkus ds ckn Hkh ifjokj okys lksprs gSa fd jkuh
vkl&ikl gh gS blfy, os mls <wa<us dh dksf'k'k
ugÈ djrsA og viuh vktknh ij [kq'k gSA og bl
ckr ls Hkh [kq'k gS fd og ,d Nr ls nwljh Nr ij
?kwers gq, xyh ds vkf[kj rd igqap tkrh gSA dksÃ
ml ij utj ugÈ j[krkA T;knkrj yM+fd;ksa dks
?kj ij feyus] xyh esa ckrphr djus ;k ?kj ds ckgj
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pcwrjs ij feyus dh ctk; Nr ij ?kweuk ilan gSA
D;ksafd ;gka ?kj ds cM+s ;k iq#"k mu ij utj ugÈ
j[k ikrsA ckdh txgksa ij os lHkh dh utjksa ds
lkeus jgus dks etcwj gksrh gSaA edkuksa dh Nrsa mUgsa
,slk ifCyd Lisl nsrh gSa tgka os fjySDl dj ldrh

Mother of Mine

eqykdkr ds xfy;k¡

gSaA ;g txgsa mudh viuh gSa blfy, ;g muds
fy, çkbosV Lisl cu tkrh gSaA jkstejkZ ds thou esa
mUgsa ,sls vuwBs ifCyd vkSj çkbosV Lisl vkSj dgÈ
ugÈ feyrsA

comprises of his mother, wife and
daughters. As a consequence, he was
forced to move out from the place of his
stay with his family to a remote town, a
place where there was no school, no
Mary
proper job and not even a proper house to
My mother, the one I can say that is worth live. It was just the mere survival that they
of my love, the one for whom I find reason were forced to accept.
in my life and smile in her and the one who My mother and her sisters had to leave
if away for even a single minute, I miss her their school and my grandpa was badly
and feel like I have not seen her for years. under financial pressure. Therefore my
However when one day I asked her about mother and my aunts along with my
her childhood, I got extremely depressed grandmother started knitting woolen
when she told me how painful was her garments and dresses for livelihood and
hardly could they manage daily wages.
past as a child.
My mother was born as the second After a while a son was born to my
daughter of her father, at the point when grandparents. They were all happy, but
my grandpa wanted a son. But he got struggling for livelihood did not change.
another girl and then the next one was So whenever, I ask my mother, how was
also a girl. Not only my grandpa, but the her childhood, she just says that in her
entire family was very sad as all of them childhood, there was no playing with
desired to have a boy. The daughters all friends, studying, no fun time, going to
the time felt that they were burden to picnic or relaxing. But only knitting woolen
their family and as a result they were clothes, worrying about the household and
ready to put all kinds of effort to make trying to make her brother and father
their parents and everybody in the family happy. My mother never got a person with
whom she could share her pain, the pain
happy.
she went through as a girl child, as a
When my mother and her two sisters were
newly wedded bride, as a wife and also as
going to primary school, at that time, my
a mother. So I always feel that many a
grandpa was deceived by his business
times we have also hurt her without
partner and lost his money. The
knowing or understanding her feelings. I
government then forced my grandfather to
admire and respect her personality and
join the army, but he denied. He could not
wish to be like her who has endured so
ignore his family responsibilities, which
much pain in life.

I want to study
peacefully

3

they can pay for the shop, school fees,
expenses and house needs. I am so
thankful to my parents that they take care
of us and always wish that they find some
job so that their problems end. I want to
live in a good society like Malviya Nagar
and to study in a good place. If I leave my
Julie, 10 years
studies after one year due to finance, it
We came to India because there was a lot will not be good. With school, our life can
of fighting and the enemies of go on, we can get education, get good
Afghanistan would kill people and there jobs in life and cultivate and serve our
was blood everywhere. We escaped from country. I don’t want to go back to
Afghanistan and came to India with a Afghanistan because right now the
dream in our eyes and finally we are here. situation in Afghanistan is not good. Right
When we reached India, I promised myself now there is no peace over there, and I
that I wouldn’t return to Afghanistan ever. want to live in a war-free place. I want to
We had a dream of staying in a peaceful dress beautifully but can't as we do not
society, so that I can study here and no have enough money. I want to go to a
one can disturbs me. I want to slowly garden which has grass everywhere, full
study my lessons in a good school and of perfumed flowers but I have to
have an interesting job in future. I see remember my responsibilities as a girl
myself as a successful person who is well too. I have to help my mother in household
settled. To become a teacher and earn chores like washing the dishes, ironing,
money in future and help my country is my sweeping and cleaning. But one thing that
dream. I wanted to study in Afghanistan disturbs me is that, this is a queer place
peacefully too and have a good job, but and there is no job here. People are
couldn’t study because people were different, talk in a different language and
fighting and there was no peace. Now I act differently. But I still want to live my
want to study here peacefully without the dream of becoming a teacher here.
war. I want jobs for my parents so that

2
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?kwers jgrs gSaA dÃ ckj vdsys vkSj dÃ ckj vius
tkuus okyksa ds lkFkA dÃ ckj os yksx ukÃ dh nqdku
ij ;k ohfM;ks 'k‚i ij yxs Vhoh ds vkxs [kM+s jgrs
gSaA yrk dks ;g vPNk ugÈ yxrk D;ksafd mls yxrk
gS fd vDlj ;s yksx xyh dh yM+fd;ksa dks ?kwjrs jgrs
gSaA mls HkhA blls mls fp<+ gksrh gS D;ksafd muds
lkeus ls xqtjuk mls ilan ugÈ gSA yrk dgrh gS fd
;g bykdk fdruk Hkh fodflr D;ksa u gks tk,& ;g
fLFkfr dHkh ugÈ cnyrhA ;gka ?kweus okys enZ dÃ ckj

xyh esa jkLrk jksd nsrs gSaA mUgsa gVus dks dguk iM+rk
gSA og ;g Hkh dgrh gS fd f[kM+dh esa fons'kh yksxksa
ds vkus ds ckn ls mls vthc lk yxrk gSA lM+d ds
fdukjs cuh nqdkuksa ls mls dksÃ ijs'kkuh ugÈ gksrhA
;gka cgqr ls yksx dke djus vkrs gSaA ij blls mls
dksÃ QdZ ugÈ iM+rkA ,d ckr yrk vkSj dgrh gSA
mldk dguk gS fd f[kM+dh esa yksdy yM+fd;ksa ds
fy, ,slh dksÃ txg ugÈ gS tgka os lEeku ds lkFk
vkSj fcuk Çprk ds ?kwe ldsaA

ifCyd Lisl& tgka gksa
Nksys HkVwjs vkSj lqdwu
dh lkal

cktkj dh lSj dks py iM+ÈA mlh nkSjku mUgksaus Nksys
HkVwjs dh nqdku ns[kh vkSj muds eqag esa ikuh vk x;kA
mUgksaus ,d IysV dk v‚MZj fn;k ftlds iSls eSustj us
pqdk,A cl] fQj D;k FkkA ;g gj eghus dk pLdk gks
x;kA eSustj Hkh muds lkFk vkus yxÈA gj ckj os
cktkj ?kwerÈ vkSj fQj Nksys&HkVwjs ij VwV iM+rÈA gj
ckj ,d gh nqdku ij tkus ls nqdkunkj mUgsa igpku
x;kA dÃ ckj og mUgsa ,DLVªk Nksys vkSj HkVwjs Hkh ns
nsrkA ,slk nks ckj gqvk fd eSustj us Nksys HkVwjs ds
iSls pqdk,A lHkh vkSjrsa dgrÈ fd ;g eSMe dh VªhV
gS ysfdu rhljh ckj eSustj us lkQ euk dj fn;kA
y{eh us dgk& ge lkjs fnu vkids fy, bruk dke
djrs gSaA gekjh otg ls vkidk fctusl bruk vPNk
pyrk gSA D;k vki gesa eghus esa ,d ckj Hkh VªhV ugÈ
ns ldrÈ& og Hkh flQZ 5 #i;s ij IysV dhA eSustj
eku rks xÃ ysfdu mlus gjsd ds fy, ,d IysV dk
v‚MZj ugÈ fn;kA cfYd nks yksxksa ls ,d gh IysV esa
[kkus dks dgkA
y{eh ds fy, ifCyd Lisl dk eryc gS] ,slh txg
tgka lgsfy;ksa ds lkFk ets fd, tk ldsaA mlds fy,
cktkj gh og txg gSA ,d ,slh txg tgka og viuh
csfV;ksa vkSj lkfFkuksa ds lkFk bat‚; dj ldsA tgka
?kjsyw ftEesnkfj;ksa ls dqN le; ds fy, vktkn gksdj
lqdwu dh lkal ys ldsA

y{eh ls ckrphr
tc dHkh pk;&uk'rs ij xi'ki gksrh gS rks 30 o"kÊ;
y{eh mlesa c<+&p<+dj fgLlk ysrh gSA ifCyd Lisl
ij ckr pyrh gS rks og ekdsZV 'kCn ij [kkl tksj
nsrh gSA mlds fy, lkoZtfud LFky dk eryc blls
T;knk D;k gks ldrk gSA og dgrh gS fd tc dke
ls ykSVrs le; mlds ikl le; gksrk gS rks og yksdy
ekdsZV pyh tkrh gSA mlds ?kj ds ikl gj 'kqØokj
dks QqVikFkh cktkj yxrk gSA mls bl ekdsZV esa vkuk
[kklk ilan gSA vDlj og viuh csfV;ksa ds lkFk ekdsVZ
vkrh gSA bl HkhM+&HkkM+ Hkjs ekdsZV ls lfCt;ka vkSj
?kj ds nwljs lkeku [kjhnrh gSA oSls mldk QsojsV
dke gS bl ekdsZV esa Nksys&HkVwjs [kkukA lkjs fnu
dkj[kkus esa dke djus ds ckn mls cktkj tkuk cgqr
jkgr nsrk gSA 'kke dks og HkhM+ Hkjh xfy;ksa ls xqtjrs
gq,] rst dneksa ls cktkj igqap tkrh gSA dÃ ckj
csfV;ka lhèks cktkj igqap tkrh gSaA fQj ?kwers&fQjrs
gq, og elkysnkj Nksys&HkVwjs [kkrh gSaA
fQj Hkh ;g lc bruk vklku ugÈ gSA [kq'kh eukus ds
fy, Hkh lgwfy;r pkfg,A y{eh dgrh gS] eSMe th!
;g gksrk gS nks&rhu eghus esa ,d ckjA og Hkh eqf'dy
lsA og crkrh gS fd fiNyh ukSdjh esa og vkSj mldh
lkfFkusa viuh eSustj ls dgrh FkÈ fd og Hkh muds
lkFk vks[kyk ds ikl yxus okys cktkj dh lSj djus
pysaA ,d ckj og jkth gks xÃA fQj lHkh feydj

On Mohalla
In conversation with Rabia
First meeting with Rabia, 50, inhabitant of
Hauz Rani-Khirkee for the past 35 years,
and currently living on the periphery of
Khirkee Extension, on the threshold of
Press Enclave Road, an area under threat
from developers. She is originally from a
village in Uttar Pradesh. Her parents
passed away when she was too young to
remember them, and she has a hazy
recollection of childhood before she was
married off at the age of twelve. She had
seven daughters and three sons with her
husband who never had a stable job. Her
eldest daughter got married at eighteen
and her eldest son has a job.
The family earns monthly income through
renting rooms to several tenants. Rabia
now stays at home looking after the
younger children. She had a tailoring and
stitching workshop in her house when she
was living in Hauz Rani. Helped by one of
her older daughters, she took orders from
local factories. When those shut down
Rabia had to close her workshop, and the
family moved to Khirkee.

While
talking
about
the
mahaul
(‘atmosphere’/‘environment’) in Hauz Rani
and Khirkee, Rabia observes that these
areas have been infiltrated and “polluted”
with the influx of workers from Bihar and UP,
and also with the big influx of a range of
foreigners who have been renting in this area
for the last few years. She says that a
decade ago the local girls were comfortable
socializing outside and walking in the lanes
of the locality, but within the last five years
the area has become so congested with men
from different backgrounds and ethnicities
that it is impossible for women to feel safe
when they are in the street for any reason.
Rabia notes that many Africans and other
foreign women walk about confidently, but
she thinks that as a rule, local girls and
women should be cautious when negotiating
the public space of Khirkee, even if it is
familiar. “When I ran my tailoring unit at
home, I dealt directly with both factory
owners and customers. I was never
uncomfortable with their behavior and
sustained my business relationships for a
long time without effort. I was respected
everywhere in the mohalla (‘locality’). When
I was a young woman I used to walk alone
through the area myself, and I never felt
unsafe or uncomfortable. But today I do not
really allow my daughters to move around
freely in these neighbourhoods,” she says.
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fuo¢nu
;g txg gS viuh ft+Unxh ds dgkuh;®a d® nksgjkus dh] ckr&fpr djus dh ,d nqljs dks
tkuus] muls feyus vkSj le>us dhA vius rtqcsZ dks nwljksa ds lkFk ck¡Vus vkSj lQyrk dks
c;k¡ djus dh t+:jr dks vkdkj nsus dk ç;kl gS ;s if=dkA
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eka&csVh dh tksM+h yrk vkSj jatuk ls ckr djuk
cM+k etsnkj gSA jatuk 45 lky dh gS vkSj fiNys
14 lky ls èkksch vkSj çslokyh dk dke djrh gSA
yrk mldh 22 lky dh csVh gSA ;s nksuksa o`ankou
dh jgus okyh gSa vkSj èkksch tkfr dh gSaA yrk crkrh
gS fd esjs ekrk&firk us f[kM+dh xyh ds bl fBdkus
¼çsl djus okyh txg dks og fBdkuk dgrh gS½ dks
fdlh ls [kjhnk FkkA eSa nl lky dh mez ls viuh
eka ds lkFk dke djrh gwaA ekyoh; uxj ds f[kM+dh
xkao ds fdrus gh yksx gels çsl dk dke djokrs
gSaA lHkh ds lkFk gekjk vPNk fj'rk gSA gesa lcls
T;knk ilan gS uh: vkaVh tks gekjs fBdkus ds lkeus
jgrh gSaA gekjk muls ,slk fj'rk gS fd eSa dHkh Hkh
muds ?kj tk ldrh gwa vkSj viuh fdlh Hkh leL;k
ds ckjs esa ckr dj ldrh gwaA
yrk crkrh gS fd dqN lky igys mUgsa f[kM+dh ds
vkl&ikl cus ^taxy* ls 'k‚VZdV ysdj vkuk iM+rk
FkkA ge Mjrs Fks fd dksÃ vtcuh gekjk jkLrk jksdsxk
rks D;k gksxkA fdlh otg ls ge esu jksM ls ugÈ vk
ldrs FksA vc lc dqN Msoyi gks pqdk gSA ;gka e‚y

cu x, gSaA fMfLVªDV dksVZ d‚EIysDl] vLirky lc
dqN cu x, gSaA vc ge lqjf{kr eglwl djrs gSaA
cM+h&cM+h fcÇYMxksa ds dkj.k jkr Hkj pgydneh gksrh
jgrh gSA gj le; yksxksa dh HkhM+ yxh jgrh gSA vc
gesa 'kke dks lM+d ij pyus esa fcYdqy Mj ugÈ
yxrkA gekjs fy, ;g cnyko cgqr vPNk gSA
igys yrk vkSj jatuk dks f[kM+dh dh xfy;ksa esa
rjg&rjg dh leL;kvksa dk lkeuk djuk iM+rk FkkA
lhoj ykbu [kqyh jgrh Fkh] ikuh tek gks tkrk Fkk]
txg&txg xïs FksA ckfj'k gqÃ ugÈ fd xfy;ksa esa
ikuh Hkj tkrk FkkA dÃ ckj mUgsa ?kqVuksa rd xans ikuh
esa [kM+s gksdj çsl djuk iM+rk FkkA ,sls gkykr esa mUgsa
dÃ ckj dÃ fnuksa rd viuk dke can djuk iM+rk
FkkA yrk dgrh gS fd vc lM+dsa vPNh gks xÃ gSa
vkSj lhojst dk dke gks x;k gSA vc xfy;ksa esa ikuh
Hkjus dh mruh leL;k ugÈ gSA bl bykds esa eYVh
LVksjh fcÇYMx Hkh cu xÃ gSA edku ekfyd ckgj ds
yksxksa] u, yksxksa dks fdjk;s ij j[kus yxs gSaA fdrus
lkjs fons'kh ;gka jgus yxs gSaA vc cgqr ls vÝhdh
yksx] T;knkrj yM+ds ;gka ?kwers fey tkrs gSaA dqN
pkbuht Vkbi ¼og u‚FkZ ÃLV okyksa dks pkbuht dgrh
gS½ ds gksrs gSa] dqN vQxkuh vkSj dqN d<+kÃ okys
¼d<+kÃ djus okys iwjfc;s½ vkSj fcÇYMx cukus okys
^fcgkjh*A dÃ ckj fons'kh yksx Hkh vius diM+s gels
çsl djokus vkrs gSa& gesa muds diM+s çsl djus esa
ladksp gksrk gS D;ksafd os ge muls iwjh rjg vutku
gSaA gesa yxrk gS fd muds diM+ksa ls ,d [kkl fdLe
dh xaèk vkrh gSA
yrk dk dguk gS fd ^fcgkjh yksx* xfy;ksa esa ges'kk

